Jonathan Prior, Cardiff University Samantha Walton, Bath Spa University Since its creation in the mid-1980s as part of the first section of the National Cycle Network, the Bristol and Bath Railway Path has become a successful and accessible sustainable transport route, carrying over 2.4 million trips a year, including leisure cyclists, commuters, walkers and wheelchair users.
1 The pathway offers a fully offroad transect between the two cities, built on the remnants of a former coal rail and As questions of sustainability, livability, and green infrastructure now pervade a multitude of UK policy discourses, the Bristol and Bath Railway Path offers an example of how formerly heavily industrialised sites may be transformed to express inter-city sustainable transportation goals. It also provides a site for reflection on complex and contradictory constructions of place, not least because management of the path by the charity Sustrans involves conscious acts of placemaking, both through the commissioning of site-specific sculpture, and co-production art projects involving local communities. Ecopoetics emerged in the late twentieth century as a distinctive theoretical, aesthetic and political approach to writing. Over the last twenty or so years, many writers have contributed definitions of the term which have been influential in its development. 2 We have chosen to call the piece an ecopoem because through it we have consciously woven environmental concern and critique with reflections on cultural, social and ecological histories of place. Collaborative and multi-media techniques help further the ecopoetic qualities of the piece. As Christopher Arigo suggests, like an ecotone, an ecopoem exists on the edges of different boundaries and practices: in our case, human geography and literary history, theories of place and innovative poetics, sound, text and performance. University. The path, and indeed the cities of Bath and Bristol themselves, may not exist were it not for the presence of the river. For this reason, water flows through the piece, and is brought into focus as a material agency that brings human and nonhuman lives and communities into relation and obligation.
SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL
The ecopoetic sound piece produced in response to the Bristol and Bath Railway Path can be accessed on the publisher's website.
